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tion of this latter method of supporting him was made in January, 1822, in one of the Nashville papers. Soon afterwards the editor of the Nashville Gazette, Colonel Wilson, took the field openly and boldly for the General as his candidate for the presidency. The proposition was cordially responded to by the people of Tennessee, and was also well received in other States, particularly so in the then Democratic and patriotic State of Pennsylvania. The inquiry now was, In what way shall his name be presented to the nation ? The most imposing manner of bringing him forward and presenting him to the other States of the Union, it was finally agreed, would be by the Legislature of his own State. This would not only give weight to the nomination, it was believed, but would show to the whole country that we were in earnest. It was determined, therefore, that the necessary steps should be taken to bring him forward at the next session of the Legislature."
Here Mr. Lewis gives an account of a trip to North Carolina, and says:
"I returned to Nashville about the first of June and found the friends of the General in high spirits and sanguine of success. Indeed, this feeling was not confined to Nashville; it pervaded the whole State. Under this state of things the Legislature met, and in a few days thereafter, the 2Oth of July, 1822, adopted a preamble and resolution which placed the General before the country as a legitimate candidate for the presidency.
"Being now formally nominated, his friends in every section of the Union entered into the contest with increased vigor and energy. But few of the Federalists, however, took any part in it until after the publication in May, 1824, of the General's celebrated letters to Mr. Monroe. Indeed, but few of them, if any, knew of their existence until then, though they, it has been alleged, had won their hearts as early as 1815. I should, however, except Gen. Williamhe public journals. The first demonstr;cretary of State. He becames began and thus ended the firstraising questions, that the Government pro-l motive. But they so conducted it as to authorize and suggest that imputation. Their movements all took a personal and vindictive, instead of a legislative and remedial, nature."
